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                                                      SURVEY OF NATIVE SEED MARKETS 
 

SEED MARKETS ARE DIVERSE AND GROWING 
 

FEDERAL SEED AGENCIES   FIRE SEEDINGS  CURRENTLY, TAMERACK, CALDOR, MOSQUITO, DIXIE, GROZIER 

     BLM REGIONAL PURCHASING 

     USFS, USFWS, NRCS, USGS        RANGELAND RESTORATION   IN-HOUSE CUSTOM COLLECTIONS 

     MILITARY    DIRECT OR VIA CONTRACTORS     NAS, EDWARDS,  NELLIS 

MINING 

UTILITY CORRIDORS   TUSCARORA  SOUTHWEST INTERTIE   GREENLINKS 

GEOTHERMAL ENERGY 

SOLAR ENERGY   PV   WIND 

SEED COMPANIES 

STATE AGENCIES  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENTS NDOT CALTRANS   

CITIES, COUNTIES     

NGO’S   NATURE CONSERVANCY,   CAL DEER,  AMERICAN RIVERS,  FEATHER RIVER LAND TRUST,   

       HIGH DESERT PARTNERSHIP,  WALKER BASIN CONSERVANCY,  CALIFORNIA TAHOE CONSERVANCY 

REGIONAL AGENCIES    TAHOE REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY,  

            LOS ANGELES DEPT OF WATER AND POWER        SOUTHERN NEVADA WATER AUTHORITY   

SKI RESORTS    TAHOE REGION,  SOUTHERN SIERRAS,  ROCKIES 

GOLF COURSES  ROUGHS, FLOWERS, TURF ALTERNATIVES;   CONVERSIONS 

HOMEOWNERS     NATURAL  and DROUGHT TOLERANT LANDSCAPE ALTERNATIVES 

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS   RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL  ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION SERVICES,  

           NV ENVIRONMENTAL,  KELLY EROSION CONTROL, SOIL TECH, MOANA     POST FIRE SEEDINGS 

BUILDERS  COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIA 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN   INTERPRETIVE GARDENS 

ENGINEERING FIRMS   CH2MHILL, Q&D, AECOM, RESOURCE CONCEPTS 

PARKS  AND RECREATION AREAS     City, County, Regional, State, National  

AGRICULTURE   TRADITIONAL AND DRYLAND PASTURE ALTERNATIVES   HEDGEROWS  

WILDLIFE REFUGES 

DEMAND

Caldor Fire

Burns Oregon



Michigan State University research paper 

Co-author Shin-Han Shiu 

AI use in tracking scientific research in the field of genetics 

Why it matters: AI is often touted as a tool to help scientists in a key aspect of 
their work: keeping up with a deluge of scientific papers. 

There are tens of thousands of papers published on different topics, their findings 
described in an exacting and nuanced language that can require expert proficiency to 
decipher. 
 
"What they found: Using machine learning and language algorithms to analyze nearly 
422,000 abstracts of plant science papers, they found that evolution in the field of plant 
biology is often driven by technology that matures or reduces in cost. 
 
That was seen in a few major transitions in the field in the early 1980s as techniques for 
cloning genes became more widely used and a decade later as the tools for developing 
mutant plants improved, they write in PLoS Biology today. 
 
The most dramatic shift was in the early 2000s, when genome sequencing became less 
costly. 

The big picture transcending
the restoration seed markets

Matching genetics to project
ecotypes matter

Axios



Regional analysis of Bluebunch wheatgrass across the intermountain west has yielded
three distinct varieties with differing morphological and temporal qualities. 

These qualities reflect evolution under varying microhabitat conditions







35 SPECIES     108 COLLECTIONS
233 COLLECTION SITES TO DATE

350 CLEAN LBS ORDERED





Greenlink North expected to be on-line by 12-28

Greenlink West expected 
to be on-line by 5-27

SWIP

SWIP tower installation

SWIP



NV Energy
Southwest Intertie Project

16 seed blends, reflecting 
the various ecotypes

along the utility corridor

Great Basin woodland PJ
Great Basin sagebrush

Great Basin salt desert shrub
GB woodland grass shrub
Mojave grass shrub flower

18,483 pls lbs of seed



Caltrans
Olancha 
Project

Caltrans required
locally sourced

seed collections
from along the eastern

Sierra front.
This project required 

3555.4 PLS lbs of 
seed collected over 

two years. 







One acre 
Great Basin Wildrye

generated $6500 in sales





June 
2024



June 18th freeze; Comstock Farm is colder than Minden
Last irrigation July 1; early July, 8 days above 100 degrees  16 days below freezing early April into May

Normal hay production 25-30 tons;  2024  7 tons; native seed production down 60%
Normal hay processing fee, $4-6.00/bale; 2024 $16/bale



Future designation
2022 Hedgerow development planted along Hwy 88; 30’ width
Wildrye field expansion beginning fall 2024

High tunnel installation 2010





2nd year



Pollinator garden seeded into
3 year old green manure site







First regenerative ag seeding





6-23







NRCS High Tunnel installation 2010

500 lbs of tomatoes
harvested after

first freeze killed
outdoor plants.

717 lbs total 2011

Tomato drying



This consortium purchases native 
seed from the High Plains to the 

Pacific ocean. 
 

Seed certification is important.  
For new seeding, use Foundation

seed for varietals and Source Identified
seed for native collections. 
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